IGeneX Inc. Introduces Newly Developed, Highly Sensitive Tests For

Rapid Diagnosis of Bartonella Infections

Bartonella Multi-Species Western Blots and Bartonella IgX Spot offer increased
sensitivity, improved coverage for multiple species and strains, and quick results with
a single blood draw

Palo Alto, CA, October 30, 2018 - IGeneX is excited to announce the availability of
their newly-developed, advanced testing methods to aid in the diagnosis of patients
infected with Bartonella, an emerging epidemic with potentially disabling and life-

threatening consequences.

Despite the rising incidence of Bartonella, until now diagnostic tests for these organisms
have been grossly insensitive and have not been able to detect many of the ever-
growing list of species and strains known to exist. Currently, available serological and
molecular tests lack sensitivity, can require repeated blood sampling, and may take
weeks for results to be reported. The new IGeneX test methods have overcome many
of these obstacles. “Thanks to countless hours of research, highly sensitive and widely
inclusive testing is now available from IGeneX that will detect most of these clinically

relevant, disease-causing Bartonella species,” said Dr. Shah, CEO of IGeneX.

Bartonella comprises a group of globally distributed and highly diverse alpha-
proteobacteria that can infect a wide range of mammals. Over the last two decades,
more than 30 species have been identified, and several have been associated with a
diverse spectrum of cardiovascular, neurologic, obstetric and rheumatologic disease
manifestations in animals and humans. These bacteria are transmitted by vectors such
as fleas, ticks, lice, and biting flies, and can be accidentally transmitted by animal
scratches, bites and needle sticks. Thus, individuals working or living with animals, or
those with high exposure to fleas, ticks, lice, and biting flies are at high risk of acquiring

the Bartonella infection.



New Testing Technology

Using information derived from DNA sequencing of PCR products of patients’ samples
positive by Bartonella Genus PCR, the research team at IGeneX developed the newly
available Bartonella Western Blots and the Bartonella IgXSpot, an Enzyme-linked

ImmunoSpot assay.

The Bartonella Multi-Species Western blot detects Bartonella genus-specific IgM and IgG
antibodies in human serum or plasma. Also, it will identify and differentiate B. henselae, B.

vinsonii, B. quintana and B. elizabethae.

The Bartonella IgXSpot is an Enzyme-linked ImmunoSpot assay that detects human T-
cells reactive to Bartonella specific antigens in vitro. The Bartonella IgXSpot will
detect specific T-cell responses very early - soon after the onset of infection - when
antibodies to the organisms are not yet detectable, as well as late in the disease when
the levels of antibodies can be very low. It is also useful in patients who are
immunosuppressed or who have an immunoglobulin deficiency. Hence, this assay is

especially useful for seronegative patients.

These new tests are more sensitive, inclusive, and specific than currently available

assays and will provide a diagnosis within just a few days.

“l always thought | was a hypochondriac. Doctors told me it was just ‘stress’ or ‘all in
my head,’ but I finally figured it out and you can too. ... The best lab to do this is called

1GeneX.” —CF, a resident of California

Full-Spectrum Testing
When the Bartonella IgXSpot test is combined with Bartonella Western Blots, FISH and
PCR testing, one can obtain information on the full spectrum of the patient’s immune response

to the infection and stage of the disease.



About IGeneX

For over 25 years, IGeneX has been at the forefront of research and development of
diagnostic tests for Lyme disease, Relapsing Fever, and other tick-borne diseases. We
have a dedicated research and development team of tick-borne disease experts who are
relentlessly focused and committed to developing the most precise and effective diagnostic
tests for more relevant species and strains of tick-borne pathogens than any other lab. The
mission of IGeneX is to aid practitioners in their diagnosis of tick-borne illnesses by

providing the most comprehensive testing possible. Learn more at www.igenex.com

Connect with IGeneX via our blog, Facebook, Twitter, or LinkedIn.
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